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Detailed Action 

This office action is in response to the correspondence received on March 1, 2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
• forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 8-31 .and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Beck et al (US Pat No: US006332154B2), hereafter referred to as 

Beck. 

1. With regards to claims 1 and 19, Beck teaches a network including a 

communication center and a plurality of clients using communication devices, a 
system enabling agents of the communication center to best communicate with 
the clients and client devices, including configuring call-back options and 
preferences, the system comprising: 

■ customer presence software executing at each client device for monitoring 
client and client device status (Beck teaches a communication center 
design with client side software (column 5, lines 25-38, Beck). Plus the 
design allows for the client status to be available to the agent through the 
software (column 5, lines 57-60, Beck)); and 
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■ a communication-center presence software executing in the 
communication center for receiving informatipn from the customer 
presence software (Beck teaches a communication center design with 
host side software (column 9, lines 20-22/ Beck). Plus the design allows 
for the client status to be available to the agent through the software 
(column 5, lines 57-60, Beck)); 

■ characterized in that the customer presence software monitors real-time 
client and client device status at each client device including on-line/offline 
status of the client (client online status means are present (column 59, 
lines 14-24, Beck)) and client devices and the client's callback preferences 
including medium preferences and client device preferences (Beck allows 
for callback preferences along with medium preferences (column 6, lines 
6-14, Beck)), communicates the status information to the communication 
center presence software, and the communication center presence 
software integrates the received status information and provides the 
integrated result to the agents of the communication center (column 8, line 
54 - column 9, line 5, Beck) 

(Beck does not specifically disclose the use of a customer presence 
software monitor. However, Beck does teach the client side computer 
using software (column 5, lines 25-38, Beck). In addition, Beck also 
teaches that the computer can monitor client activity and send client 
activity information to an agent (column 5, line 52 - column 6, line 21 , 
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Beck). Official notice is hereby taken that it would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art, to have real-time client monitoring performed by 
software on the client's computer to provide client reporting functions 
(column 5, lines 55-58, Beck)). 

2. With regards to claims 2 and 20, Beck teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein 
the network is a data-packet-network (column 7, lines 31-40, Beck). 

3. With regards to claims 3 and 21 , Beck teaches the system of claim 2, wherein 
the data-packet-network is the Internet network (column 7, lines 31-40, Beck). 

4. With regards to claims 4 and 22, Beck teaches the system of claim 3, wherein 
the communication center markets products and or service to the clients (column 
24, line 64 - column 25, line 7, Beck). 

5. With regards to claim 5, Beck teaches the system of claim 4, wherein the agents 
are human resources employed by the communication center (The resources 
can be human or automated (robotic) (column 11, lines 39-50, Beck)). 

6. With regards to claim 6, Beck teaches the system of claim 4, wherein the agents 
are automated systems implemented in hardware and software at the 
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communications center (The resources can be human or automated (robotic) 
(column 1 1 , lines 39-50, Beck)). 

7. With regards to claim 8, Beck teaches the system of claim 7, wherein an alert is 
propagated to clients (Beck allows for notifications/alerts (column 43, lines 23-35, 
Beck). Plus, callbacks are also equivalent to alerts (column 6, lines 6-14, Beck)). 

8. With regards to claims 9, 29 and 30, Beck teaches the system of claim 8, 
wherein the alert indicates one or more of status of the communication center, 
including one or more of the number of calls in queue and the estimated waiting 
time, and a time for callback, enabling the client to plan or to initiate a call with 
high probability of success (Beck allows for notifications/alerts based on various 
events (column 35, line 16 - column 37, line 27, Beck). Plus, callbacks are also 
equivalent to alerts (column 6, lines 6-14, Beck)). 

9. With regards to claim 10, Beck teaches the system of claim 8, wherein optional 
callback or alert mediums include cellular, IP, and wired communications 
mediums (column 6, lines 6-14, Beck). 

10. With regards to claims 1 1 and 31, Beck teaches the system of claim 10, wherein 
the optional callback or alert devices include cellular telephones, pagers, 
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telephones, computer stations, handheld computers, and laptop computers 
(column 6, lines 6-14, Beck). 

1 1 .With regard to claims 12 and 33, Beck teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein 
the client-status information provided to an agent automatically updates 
periodically (column 5, line 60 - column 6, line 14, Beck). 

12. With regards to claim 13, Beck teaches the system of claim 1, wherein the client- 
status information is continually streamed to the subscribing agent-user during a 
session with a client (column 5, line 60 - column 6, line 14, Beck). 

13. With regards to claims 14, 26 and 27, Beck teaches the system of claim 1, 
wherein the transfer of client-status information is by instant messaging 
technology (column 8, line 54 - column 9, line 5, Beck). 

14. With regards to claim 15, Beck teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the 
customer presence software executing at the client devices for monitoring client 
and device status is provided by a host of the communication center, and the 

0 

communication-center presence software executing in the communication center 
communicates directly with the customer presence software executing at the 
client device (column 7, lines 15-22, Beck). 
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15. With regards to claim 16, Beck teaches the system of claim 1 wherein one or 
more instances of customer presence service software are provided by a third- 
party presence service provider, and further comprising a presence service 
server operating in the network and communicating with both the instances of the 
presence service software and the communication center presence software 
executing at the communication center (Beck teaches how necessary software is 
provided (column 7, lines 15-22, Beck). In addition, Beck discloses that data 
transfers can occur through an ISP (which is a third party) (column 2, lines 49- 
50). Furthermore, Beck discloses that interaction between the client, agent and a 
third party are also possible (column 40, lines 10-20, Beck)). 

16. With regards to claim 17, Beck teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the 
network is one or a combination of the Internet network, a wireless cellular 
telephone network, or a public service telephone network (Various network types 
are allowed (column 7, lines 31-40, Beck)). 

17. With regards to claim 18, Beck teaches the system of claim 1 wherein one or 
more instances of the customer presence software are provided by the 
communication center host, and one or more instances are provided by a third 
party presence service provider, and wherein two or more client devices 
executing presence software are associated with a single client, the 
communication center presence software providing thereby regularly updated 
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and integrated presence status over the multiple devices for the single client 
(Beck's design allows for downloading of software (column 17, lines 15-22, 
Beck). The design also allows for downloading of other types of software as 
needed (column 18, lines 8-17, Beck) (column 19, lines 38-52, Beck). In 
addition, Beck discloses that data transfers can occur through an ISP (which is a 
third party) (column 2, lines 49-50). Furthermore, Beck discloses that interaction 
between the client, agent and a third party are also possible (column 40, lines 10- 
20, Beck)). 

18. With regards to claim 23, Beck teaches the method of claim 19 wherein in step 
(a), the presence software executing at a client device is provided by a third-party 
service provider, and client status information is communicated through a third 
party server to the communication center presence software (Beck's design 
allows for downloading of software (column 17, lines 15-22, Beck). The design 
also allows for downloading of other types of software as needed (column 18, 
lines 8-17, Beck) (column 19, lines 38-52, Beck). In addition, Beck discloses that 
data transfers can occur through an ISP (which is a third party) (column 2, lines 
49-50). Furthermore, Beck discloses that interaction between the client, agent 
and a third party are also possible (column 40, lines 10-20, Beck)). 

19. With regards to claim 24, Beck teaches the method of claim 19 wherein in step 
(a), the presence software executing at a client device is provided by the host of 
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the communication center, and the communication center presence software 
communicates directly with the client presence software (The CINOS client-side 
application communicates with the CINOS parent-side application (column 9, 
lines 20-22, Beck)). 

20. With regards to claim 25, Beck teaches the method of claim 19 wherein in step 
(b), the communication center presence software operates in a call-waiting 
queue of the communication center (column 9, line 59 -column 10, line 9, Beck). 

21. With regards to claim 28, Beck teaches the method of claim 19 wherein in step 
(b), on-line/off-line status information is communicated in the form of instant 
messages containing the information, and callback preference information is 
communicated through an electronic information page (column 8, line 54 - 
column 9, line 5 and column 9, line 59 - column 10, line 9, Beck). 

22. The motivation applied to claims 1 and 19 are applicable to claims 2-6, 8-18, 21- 
31 and 33. 

Response to Remarks • 

The amendment received on March 1, 2007 has been carefully examined but is 
not deemed fully persuasive. The following are the examiner's response to the remarks 
filed with the amendment. 
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The first and sole point of contention remarked upon by the applicant concerns 
the claimed, "customer presence software monitors real-time client and client device 
status at each client device including on-line/offline status of the client". The applicant 
contends that examiner is changing the meaning of the reference and that the client 
monitoring feature taught by Beck is related to the clients transaction history and not 
the presence/status of a communication device. The applicant further urged the 
examiner to read columns 1 and 7 of the prior art. The examiner has read columns 1 
through 7 again. The examiner is well aware that no one is permitted to change the 
meaning of references. Beck teaches that there "may also be a step for monitoring 
client activity with the wizard and making that activity available to an enterprise agent 
through the OS" (column 6, lines 19-21, Beck). Beck also teaches that, "there may also 
be a reporting function wherein the reporting function monitors client activity related to 
the wizard and makes that activity available to an enterprise agent through the OS" 
(column 5, lines 55-58, Beck). In both teachings, it is clear that means are present by 
which client activity is monitored and client activity is deemed equivalent to status 
information. The claimed status information pertains simply to if the client is online or 
offline. If there is activity by the client, it is clearly evident that the client is online; 
otherwise the client is not online (i.e. offline). In addition, in both teachings, it is clear 
that the client activity information is sent to the agent. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Azizul Choudhury whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3909. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/757,728 



Page 12 



Art Unit: 2145 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system,, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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